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APOSTOLICAL CANONS. The apostolical constitutions and canons are two collections of ecclesiastical rules and formularies, attributed in the early ages to Clement of Rome, who was supposed to have committed them to writing from the mouth of the Apostles, whose words they pretend to record. Tbe authority thus claimed for these writings has, however, been entirely disproved ; and it is generally supposed by critics that they were chiefly compiled during the second and third centuries ; or that at least the greater part must be assigned to a period before the first Nicene Council. We find references to them in the writings of Eusebius, Epipha-nius, and Athanasius, writers of the third and fourth centuries. The canons relate chiefly to various particulars of ecclesiastical polity and Christian worship. The first allusion to this work by name is found in the acts of the council which assembled at Constantinople, in the year 394, under the presidency of Nectarius, Bishop of that see. But there are expressions in earlier councils and writers of the same century, which appear to refer to the canons, although not named. In the beginning of the sixth century fifty of these canons were translated from Greek into Latin by the Roman Abbot, Dionysius the younger; and about the same time thirty-five others were appended to them by John Patriarch of Constantinople. Since that time the whole number, eighty-five, have been regarded as genuine in the East; while the first fifty have been treated with equal respect in the West.
APOSTOLICAL CONSTITUTIONS. See the preceding atticle. The constitutions are composed in eight books, in which the Apostles are frequently introduced as speakers. They contain rules and regulations concerning the duties of Christians in general, the constitution of the Church, the offices of the Clergy and the celebration of Divine worship. Their tone is severe and ascetic. They enjoin Christians to assemble twice every day for prayers and psalmody, to observe fasts and festivals, to keep the Sabbath, i. e. the seventh day of the week as well as the Lord's Day. They direct people to honour the Bishop as a King; and to regard the Presbyters as